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DEFENCES OF PHILADELPHIA IN 1777. 

CONTRIBUTED BT WORTHINGTON OHAUNCEY FORD. 

(Continued from page 184.) 
COUNCIL OF WAR. 

"At a Council of General Officers, held at JSTeshamini 
Camp, in Bucks County the 21 st day of August 1777. 

" Present 

" His Excellency, the Commander in Chief, 

" Major Generals Greene Brigad™ Muhlenburgh 

"Lord Stirling Weedon 

" Stephen Woodford 

" Marquis Fayette Scot 

" Brigadiers Gen 1 Maxwell Conway 

" Knox 
" "Wayne 

" The Commander in Chief informed the Council that 
the British Fleet left the capes of Delaware on the 31" of 
July and have not been seen, from any information he has 
obtained, since the 7 th Instant, when they were off Sina- 
pixon and steering to the Southward, and propounded the 
following Questions for the opinion of the Council. 

" First Question. "What is the most probable place of their 
destination, whether Eastward or Southward & to what 
part ? 

"Answer. The Southward, & that Charles Town, from 
a view of all circumstances, is the most probable object of 
their attention. 

" Second. If it should be thought, from a consideration of 
all circumstances, that the Fleet is gone far to the South- 
ward, will it be adviseable for this Army, taking into view, 
the length of distance & unhealthiness of that climate at 
this season, to March that way ? — or will there be a proba- 
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bility of their arriving there in Time, should it be attempted, 
to give any effectual opposition to the Enemy, or to pre- 
vent them accomplishing their purposes ? 

" Answer. It will not be adviseable for the Army to march 
to the Southwards, as they could not possibly arrive at 
Charles Town in time to afford any succour. 

" Third. If It should not be thought adviseable in such 
case for the Army to march to the Southward, How shall it 
be employed ? Shall it remain where it now is, or move 
towards Hudsons River to act as the situation of affairs 
shall seem to require ? 

" Answer. The Army should move immediately towards 
the North River. 

" Peter Muhlenberg B. G. G° Washington 

" G. Weedon B. Genl. Nath l Greene M. G. 

" W M "Woodford Brigd Gen 1, Stirling M. G. 

" Adam Stephen, M. G. 

" Ch s Scott B. G. The Mrquis de Lafayette M. G. 

" W* Maxwell B. G. 

" T. Conway B. G. H. Knox B. G. Artillery 

"Anty. Wayne B. G" 1 

memoir upon the defence of the two passages of the 
river, — viz., billingsport and fort island. 

" The soundings made yesterday by the navy board having 
confirmed those which I made last week with Mr. Donald- 
son, who have sunk the chevaux de frize, it is demonstrated 
in the most incontestible manner that Fort Mifflin, instead 
of having to act against three frigates only, as his Excel- 
lency General Washington had been assured, and as this 
General has informed the Congress in the letter in which he 
discusses the preference that ought to be given to one of 
these forts ; it is incontestible, I say, that as Fort Mifflin, 
being exposed to the fire of about 15 frigates, is thereby in 
a situation of being demolished in a few hours, if it be 
attacked in the condition in which it is at present; viz., 

»See my "Writings of Washington," Vol. VI. p. 47. 
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surrounded by a single palissade, or with a wall without a 
terrass, which can only defend it against a coup-de-main, 
and cannot by any means resist the cannon. 

" It is not less evident that the ground being almost upon 
a level with the water, it is only with vast expences and a 
considerable time that by a rampart, and other convenient 
alterations, this fort can be put in a situation of resisting so 
many vessels, the effect of which would be so much the 
more dangerous to it, as being upon a level with the river, 
and on its banks, the balls which could not arrive on 
account of the distance of some frigates, would get there 
by rebounding. 

" I join, however, to this memorial two projects suggested 
upon this head by Augustus le Brun, one of the Engineers 
who have accompanied me from France. These projects 
suppose that for reasons which particularly regard the State 
of Pennsylvania, or the plan of his excellency General 
Washington for the defense of the Delaware, it would be 
absolutely necessary to put this fort in a condition of sus- 
taining some time the attacks of the enemy. 

" That of these projects, which is the plainer and affords 
only a very imperfect defense, could not be executed with- 
out employing the earth brought from the dikes which 
surrounds the Isle and putting it under water ; this would 
render it a very unwholesome place of abode. 

" The second project, which affords a very complete and 
well conceived defense, requires that beside this earth more 
perhaps should be fetched from the other side of the river. 

" But the execution of even the plainest of these projects, 
could only be accomplished for the next campaign ; unless 
means which would be very expensive to this country were 
employed. 

" This, however, would not dispense (as it is certainly 
necessary in the present State of the fort) from hindering 
the enemy by ehevaux de frize to place themselves in the 
two chenals where the soundings lately performed, shew 
that they can place so many frigates. 

" But to support these ehevaux de frize it would be neces- 
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sary to have on the opposite bank a battery of 12 or 15 
pieces at least, of eighteen or twenty four pounders on 
account of the great distance, to which they would fire ; 
and that their battery might not be taken, it should be 
fortified on the land side, or in other words, a new fort 
should be constructed, which would also be intended with a 
great expence in Artillery, ammunition and construction, 
although the ground I have examined with the Deputies is 
very favourable. 

" If we count the expence of this fort which should [be] 
built quite new ; that of red bank being by far too much 
above the position of the chevaux de frize; and that of 
Bush Island being only a child's plaything; if to this ex- 
pence be added that of the chevaux de frize, which are to 
be sunk either in the channel where there are yet none or 
in that channel where there are some already, but which are 
separated 40 feet the one from another ; if in short we add 
to all those expences these of the most necessary alterations 
to be made in fort Mifflin, it will appear evident, as I have 
declared in the first memorial which I laid before the Con- 
gress in the beginning of June, when they consulted me on 
this head, that there can be no thoughts of defending this 
passage of the river, unless, as I have forementioned some 
reasons regarding particularly the State of Pennsylvania, or 
the future operations of the army should absolutely require 
to enable this fort to resist for some time the attacks of the 
ennemy. 

" If these reasons do not exist, it is evident that we must 
confine ourselves to the defense of that passage alone of 
Billingsport, where the river is more than two thirds nar- 
rower than at fort Mifflin ; where the ennemy can present 
no more than three frigates at a time ; where the frigates 
can do very little harm to the battery which protects the 
chevaux de frize, because this battery, being very high, is 
safe from the rebounding of the balls and commands the 
frigates ; where the galleys and fire ships are more capable 
of acting with more profit and facility than at fort Mifflin ; 
and where in short the work is far advanced, and propor- 
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tioned to the small quantity of artillery which is at present 
in a state of serving. 

" If the Government intend to unite all their efforts in 
finishing this fort, I would propose to hire instead of militia 
men, workmen by the day, which after an exact calculation 
of all expences, will cost incomparably less, I believe, will 
work a great deal more, give far less trouble to those who 
conduct the works, and not consume such an immense quan- 
tity of tools of all kinds. 

" Du Coudkay. 

" Philadelphia, 29 August, 1777." 



du coudray to washington. 
" Sir, 

" According to the desire of the board of War I have the 
honour to send to your excellency a memorial which I have 
written yesterday upon the request of the Navy board, on 
the two passages of the river, after the verification that this 
board caused to be made of the soundings performed by me 
in the last week before fort Mifflin, and the result where of 
I had the honour to give an account verbally to your Excel- 
lency, conformable to the letter which I had directed before 
to Colonel Hamilton, one of your aid de camps, who ought 
to have received that letter since his departure from hence. 
" I am waiting for an answer to the letter which I had 
the honour to direct to your Excellency three days ago by 
Colonel Pinckney with regard to the nine militia men whom 
General Armstrong took away from the Engineers em- 
ployed about the map from Walmington to Philadelphia, 
which remain interrupted since the taking away of these 
militia men who are not yet replaced. I am with great respect. 
" Sir, 
" of your Excellency 
" the most obedient and 
" respectful servant 

"Du Coudray. 
"Philad. 30 Aug. 1777." 
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DU C0UDRAY TO CONGRESS. 

" Philadelphia 7 7*" 1777 
" Sir, 

" When the enemy's Fleet threatened the Delaware, Gen- 
eral Gates, and General Mifflin did me the honour to invite 
me to reconnoitre the country with them, to determine the 
place where it was probable the landing of their Troops 
would be made, and the principal situations which might be 
taken successively to stop their March to Philadelphia. 

" The Result of this recconnoitring having been addressed 
to Congress, and afterwards communicated to General 
Washington, was thought by his Excellency worthy of his 
Attention, and recommendation to Congress, to employ my 
service, and that of my Engenieurs, to survey these different 
positions in the most minute detail, and determine on the 
best manner of fortifying them ; whilst, in the mean time, 
we determined by an accurate examination of the river, 
round fort Mifflin, if it was possible to defend this post as 
his Excellency desired, and as he had reason to think could 
be effected, from the assurances given him that the Enemy 
could only bring three frigates to act against it. 

" I have addressed to the Board of War and to the Supreme 
Council of Pennsylvania, the result of the soundings of the 
river near Fort Mifflin, -which I have made and which have 
been confirmed by those taken by the Navy Board ; both 
which shew the necessity of defending only the passage of 
Billingsport, as I proposed in June, upon the first view of 
this spot, and upon considering the small number of Artillery 
that could be furnished. 

"I have been waiting these twelve days to know the 
measures that the Board of War, and Supreme Council 
would take upon this subject, but whatever it may be, it is 
evident that from the part which the ennemy have taken of 
making a descent in Cesepeak bay, the object the least 
pressing is the defense of the Delaware. 

" This being supposed, it is clear that the greatest atten- 
tion ought to be directed to defend as well as possible, the 
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Route which the Enemy have determined upon, by their 
landing in Chesapeak. 

" It is certain that fixing on this spot to land, instead of 
Mark's hook (which General Gates, Mifflin, and myself 
thought they would chuse) will encrease considerably the 
Posts, which in proportion as they advance in the Country, 
they will be oblig'd to establish to keep up a Communica- 
tion with their fleet. But the greatest disadvantage attend- 
ing this, gives not however an entire certainty against the 
success of their march to Philadelphia, which I always 
judged and declared, since my arrival here, to be the true 
object of their Campaign. 

" To ensure, as much as possible, the success of this Cam- 
paign, it is necessary not to be merely contented with 
securing the Position of "Wilmington, where his Excellency 
has very wisely thought proper to collect his first Efforts. 

" However strong this position may be supposed by na- 
ture, or may be rendered by Art; it appears to me, after 
what I have heard, that it will be possible for the enemy to 
pass it on the flank, or perhaps force it; considering es- 
pecially the small number of Artillery belonging to his 
Excellency's army. 

" It appears to me then prudent for Congress to think of 
providing beforehand for their army, another fortyfied Posi- 
tion, which may secure the army in case they are obliged to 
abandon the first, and where they may collect new force 
against an enemy, whom the first success may render more 
audacious; more especially as Schuylkill is the only con- 
siderable river that impedes their March to Philadelphia; 
and that this River offers at Grays-ferry a Passage which no 
officer can (I should think) propose to defend. 

" For this purpose, I offer again my service and that of 
my officers ; in hopes that there will result from it an oppor- 
tunity of our being in action, which the delay of Congress* 
in pronouncing definitively upon our existence in the service 
of the United States, always removes at a distance, and 
which probably we might wait for in vain at the forts on 
the Delaware; at least before our return in France, should 
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this take place. If the Congress consent to the proposition 
which I make, to prepare a fortified Camp between "Wil- 
mington and Philadelphia, I beg them 1° to communicate 
this proposition to his Excellency General "Washington. 

" 2° To give me, as a principal cooperator, General Mif- 
flin, who knows perfectly well this country; who has a 
very great ascendant over the Inhabitants, by whom the 
works would be executed and whose great activity and 
penetration I have had occasion to observe. 

" 3 d To bring forward, as soon as possible, the remainder 
of the fifty two pieces brought in the Amphitrite, of which 
twelve alone are in the northern army, ten, within these 
few weeks, at the army of his Excellency General "Washing- 
ton; the rest in Springfield, and, at other Places on the 
east side of Hudson's River. 

" These thirty remaining pieces of the said fifty two, will 
be so much the more necessary, as artillery is the founda- 
tion of all defensive war ; and that of these thirty pieces, 
there are twenty one which being of a greater length than 
the others, and even any pieces in the army, are for that 
reason better for defending the intrenchments. 

" Besides this there will be an occasion to try, if these 
pieces, which weigh only one thousand one hundred weight, 
that is to say, much less than the lightest loaded baggage- 
wagon, are so difficult to be transported, as some have 
endeavoured to persuade his Excellency ; and if their ser- 
vice is so useless that they ought to be cast over again, in 
the middle of a campaign in order to make from each of 
them three six pounders, which at most could only weigh 
three hundred weight each, and would be of a service as 
little durable as safe ; supposing even that the founders at 
Boston, or Philadelphia, were capable of executing this 
casting without hazarding not only the loss of the fashion 
of these pieces, but also the loss of the metal, so difficult to 
replace in this country ; this a disinterested, and intelligent 
person will not believe, who has seen the pieces cast by 
these different founders, and particularly the cannon and 
Howitzers, which were sent to camp the other day. 



Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 337 

" The Proposition which I have the honour to present to 
the Congress as a mark of my zeal for the service of the 
United States of America, appears to me worthy of all their 
attention ; considering the important consequence which 
would follow, if the army failing of support in its retreat 
(a case which may possibly happen) should be obliged to 
abandon Philadelphia. 

" I cannot avoid embracing this Opportunity of recalling 
the attention of Congress to another proposal, which ap- 
pears to me of equal importance, and what I had about a 
fortnight since, the honour of making to the Board of War, 
who, I suppose have communicated it to Congress, it is to 
cast in some of the forges most contiguous to the City of 
New York twelve Iron Mortars with the necessary number 
of shells in order to drive the enemy from that Place, or, 
at least, to prevent its being a safe harbour, for their ves- 
sels. The success of such a measure appears to me almost 
infallible, if the Geographical accounts which I have re- 
ceived of the situation of that place may be depended upon. 
"I am 
"Sir 

" with great respect 

" Your humble servant 

"Du COUDRAY. 

" Hon John Hancock, Esq 

" Presd* of Congress." 

COUNCIL OP WAR. 

"At a Council of War held at the Camp near Potts 



Grove the 23 d day of Septem r 1777. 




" Present 




" His Excellency the Commander 




'* Major Generals 


Brigadiers General 


" Sullivan 


Knox 


" Green 


Weedon 


" Lord Stirling 


Nash 


" Stephen 


Scott 


" Armstrong 


Conway 




" Potter 


Vol. xviii. — 22 
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" Besides the above Major Gen 1 St. Clair and John Cad- 
walader Esquire were also present. 

" His Excellency informed the General Officers that the 
Reason of his calling them together was to acquaint them 
that the Enemy had, the preceding Eight crossed the 
Schuylkill by several Fords about twelve Miles below and 
by the best accounts were proceeding towards Philadelphia. 
He also informed them that the Troops under Generals 
Smallwood & Wayne had not yet rejoined the Army and 
that a Brigade of Continental Troops under the command 
of General McDougall might be expected in a few days 
from Peekskill and about one thousand Militia from Jersey 
under Gen 1 Dickinson in the same time. He therefore de- 
sired the opinion of the Council whether it would be most 
advisable to advance upon the Enemy with our present 
Force or wait till the Reinforcements and detachments 
above mentioned should come in ? 

"Previous to taking the Voices upon the foregoing 
Question His Excellency begged leave to inform the Coun- 
cil of the present State of the Army and the Reasons 
which had induced him to make the late movements which 
(tho' well known to most of them) were not so fully to 
Major Gen 1 Armstrong and Brig. Gen 1 Potter, who had 
been detached from the main Body of the Army. This 
being agreed to, His Excellency proceeded to inform the 
Council 

" That when the Army left Germantown upon the 15 th 
instant it was with a determination to meet the Enemy and 
give them Battle whenever a convenient opportunity should 
be found — that they advanced the same day to the Sign of 
the Buck and the clay following to the "Warren Tavern upon 
the Lancaster Road. On the 17 th in the morning intelli- 
gence was brought that the Enemy were advancing upon 
which the Army were paraded and a disposition made to 
receive them, the pickets had exchanged a few shott when 
a violent Storm of Rain which continued all the day and 
the following night prevented all further operations. Upon 
an examination of the Arms and Ammunition on the 18 th 
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it was found that the former were much impaired and all 
the latter that was in Oartouch Boxes was intirely ruined, 
wherefore it was judged expedient to withdraw the Army 
to some place of security untill the Arms could be repaired 
and the Ammunition recruited. Before this could be fully 
effected advice was received that the Enemy had quitted 
their former position near the White Horse Tavern and 
were marching down the Road leading to the Swedes Ford, 
but the Army not being in a condition to attack them 
owing to the want of Ammunition, it was judged most pru- 
dent to cross the River at Parkers Ford and take post in 
the Rear of the Fat Land Ford opposite to the Enemy. 
In this position the Armies continued for two days 
when on the 20 th instant that of the Enemy appeared to 
be in motion, and from our own observation and the 
accounts of our reconnoitring parties were marching rap- 
idly up the Reading Road this induced us to move up 
likewise to hinder them from crossing above us and by get- 
ting between us and Reading take an opportunity of 
destroying a large collection of Military Stores deposited 
there. On the night of the 20 th the Army decamped and 
marched up to the Trap and on the 21 s ' to within four miles 
of Potts Grove, the Enemy's Van then being at French 
Creek upon the West Side of Schuylkill. In the night of 
the 22 d advice was received that the Enemy had crossed 
Schuylkill at Gordons Ford below us, but the account was 
again contradicted, but in the morning of the 23 d certain 
accounts came to hand that they really had crossed in large 
numbers and were Moving towards Philad". His Excellency 
further informed the Council that the Troops were in no 
condition to make a forced march as many of them were 
barefooted and all excessively harrassed with their great 
Fatigue. The Question being then put — The Council were 
unanimously of opinion 

" That, from the present state of the Army it would not be 
adviseable to advance upon the Enemy, but remain upon this 
Ground or in the neighbourhood till the detachments and 
expected Reinforcements come up." 
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COUNCIL OF WAR. 

" At a Council of "War held at Head Q w at Pennibeckers 
Mill the 28 th day of Sept 1 1777. 
" Present 
" His Excellency, the Commander in Chief. 

" Majors Gen 1 Brigad* Gen 1 " 

" Sullivan McDougal 

" Greene Maxwell 

" L 4 Stirling Smallwood 

" Stephens Knox 

" Armstrong "Wayne 

" Muhlenberg 
" Nash 
"Weedon 
" Scott 
" Conway 
" Potter 
" Irvine 
" Besides these, John Cadwalader & Joseph Eead [Reed], 
Esq 1 were present. 

" His Excellency informed the Board, that the main body 
of the Enemy, by the last accounts he had obtained, lay 
near German Town and that part had marched into the 
city of Philadelphia whether to remain there or not he could 
not learn. That their whole force from the best accounts he 
could get, and from a comparative view & estimate, amounts 
to about 8000 men. 

" That a detachment of Continental Troops from Peeks- 
kill, under the command of Brigad r Gen 1 McDougal, con- 
sisting of about 900 men had joined the Army. That Gen 1 
Smallwood, with the Militia of Maryland, amounting to 
about 1100 — had also arrived, and that Brigad 1 Foreman 
with about 600 — Jersey Militia, would be near the Army to- 
day on the Skippack Road. That of Continental Troops, 
at this time in Camp, exclusive of the Detachment under 
Gen 1 McDougal and that under Gen 1 Wayne at the Trap, 
there were returned present fit for duty 5472, to which is 
to be added the light Corps, lately under Gen 1 Maxwell 
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supposed to amount to 450 — Men, and the Militia of the 
State of Pennsylvania under the command of Major Gen 1 
Armstrong. That upon the whole, the Army would consist 
of ahout 8000 Continental Troops rank & file and 3000 Militia. 
" His Excellency further informed the Board that a Body 
of Militia was coming from Virginia & that part had 
arrived at Lancaster. — That he understood from Eeport, 
that the number of 'em amounted to near 2000 men, but, 
that from good authority, he was advised they were badly 
armed and many of them without any at all. 

" His Excellency also informed the Board that on the 24" 1 
Inst he dispatched an Express to Gen 1 Putnam with a letter 
dated the day before ordering a Detachment to be sent imme- 
diately from Peekskill to reinforce the Army under his Com- 
mand, which Detachment in addition to the Corps then on the 
march under Gen 1 McDougal, should make the whole force 
directed from that post amount to 2500 Effective Bank & file. 
" Under these circumstances he had called a Council of 
"War to consult & resolve on the most adviseable measures to 
be pursued but more especially to learn from them, whether 
with this Force it was prudent to make a general & vigorous 
attack upon the Enemy or to wait further Reinforcements 
upon which he prayed their opinions. 

" The Board having taken into consideration the whole 
circumstances and the Question propounded, are of opinion 
that an immediate attack should not be made ; But they ad- 
vise, that the Army should move to some grounds proper 
for an Encampment within about 12 miles of the Enemy, 
and there wait for a further Reinforcement, or be in readi- 
ness to take advantage of any favourable opportunity that 
may offer for making an attack. 

"Alexandbe McDougal 

"J NO Sullivan 

" H. Knox B. G. Artillery Nath l . Greene 

" F. Nash B. G. 

" P. Muhlenberg B. G. Stirling 

" T. Conway B. G. Adam Stephen B. G. 

"John Armstrong 
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" The subscribers being of opinion our Force was suffi- 
cient to attack with, but being overruled concur with the 
above 

" W. Smallwood Jas. Potter 

"An t Wayne James Irvine 

" Ch s Scott " 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL FORMAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

" Eed Bake Fokt, 26 October, 1777. 
" Sir : 

"Your Exce lB fav r of the 22 d Directed to me at the Salt 
Works unfortunately went to the Salt Works by the lower 
road at the same Time I came to Freehold by the upper, by 
which means your Excel 5 '' orders ware not banded me until 
Friday afternoon — previous to which I had ree d an Express 
giveing an Acct. of The Defeat of y e troops your Excel y men- 
tioned to have Crossed to attack the Forts and their retreat. 
— Nevertheless being fully Impressed with the Importance 
This Fort is to us and Equally so to the British Army, I made 
no Doubt but a second Attempt woold shortly be made. — 
I therefore gave Directions for the Troops y* Could be 
possably spared from y' station, viz* one hundred, to Hold 
themselves in readiness to march Next Day, viz'. Saturday — 
& Early in the morning Come forward my self to, if possable, 
give a spurr to the Burlington Militia & put them in motion — 
But am sorry to Inform your Excel 7 y* Neither our Late suck- 
sesses or the Danger of haveing their Country ravaged gives 
y* spring to Their sprits y* is Necessary to bring them out — 
I have however in the Most Express manner ordered The 
Colo lB to Exert Themselves and am in hopes y* a few Days 
will produce Two or Three hundred men. — 

" The Lower Militia under Gen 1 Newcomb have not as yet 
produced a single Man — As being Elder in command Then 
Newcomb I have taken the Liberty this Day to Issue orders 
for Their Immediate Assembling, and will from Time to 
Time do every thing in my power to assemble Them. 

" I got to this post before Noon This day and rec a Informa- 
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tion from the Commodore that his Boats on Guard last Night 
near the mouth of Schoolkill Heard a Constant rumbling 
of "Wagons coming from Philad a Ward and Crossing over to 
Province Island from Ten o'clock untill Near Day Break. — 
Col Green informs me y* he saw a Large Body of men 
passing the.Ferry ; at one Time they could Discover y 4 Those 
who had Crossed wore Diferent Uniformes, some red, some 
Blue — & y* a very Considerable body ware "Waiting on the 
Crossway and in the Woods on Philad" side to Cross. The 
Day was too Dark to make any Nice Discoveries. — When I 
Got Down There ware plainly to be discovered a Large Num- 
ber of Wagons on the Crossway — but it was become too Hazy 
to Discover whither they Crossed to the Island or returned — 
at four o'clock I was informed y* a Body of British Troops 
had landed at Billingsport last Evening in thirty five Boats 
— I think from the Acc ts its tolerably well Ascertained y* 
There are some Troops There, but the Time of their Landing 
and Number of boats appear rather a loose Ace' not to be 
depended on. The Garrison at Bed Bank has been lately 
so Exceedingly Fatigued and in its size small y* They have 
not been able to keep any party on the Shoor. — The Move- 
ments of Last Night & to Day amongst the Enemy has occa- 
sioned the Ofiicir Commanding at Fort Miflin to Imagine 
They mean to Attack y* fort & has This day Drawn a rein- 
forcement of seventy men from Col Green and wished to 
have Drawn 100 more. 

" I make no Doubt but the Gen* 9 request to Col Green 
was judicious at it respects fort MifHin. But at The same 
Time am fully Convinced y* Col Green woold in Case of an 
Attack Absolutely stand in need not only of Them men but 
a greater Number to Defend it. As soon as any of my 
Troops arrive, I will send as many of Them into the Forts as 
will Compleatly mann it. 

" By these means the fort will be in as good state of De- 
fence as before The late Attack should they make a second 
Attempt to carry it by Assault, but should they Attempt to 
take the Fort by regular Approaches they will be so many 
men Lost. 
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" The Gen' who have "been on this Station for some Time 
may be better able to Judge of the Enemies movements 
of last Night and This day than I can. — it may be y* the[y] 
Immediately mean to attack Fort Mifflin or Red Bank or 
Boath. But I should rather be of opinion (from the Ace*, of 
their Wagons moving at night), that they ware moveing 
There stores and Baggage from Philad" a Cross Province 
Island & to Chester. Tomorow morning will perhaps De- 
termine. I have the honor &c 

"David Forman." 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" Foet Mifflin, 26 Oct r 1777 
" Sir : 

" I rec 4 your Excell 78 Order to remain in the Garrison & 
shall obey it. When I wrote I expected there would not 
have been that Occasion for my being here which I now see 
there will. Baron d'Arendt's ill State of Health will oblige 
him to retire to Red Bank for three or four days perhaps 
more. Whether Coll. Green or I are to Command I know 
not. I presume I am to have the Command untill an express 
Order from your Excell y to the Contrary, even should he be 
an Elder Officer, for if an Elder Officer (for Instance Coll. 
Green of Red Bank) was to throw in his Reg*, to our As- 
sistance, would not d'Arendt Command. I believe so if he 
would, then I certainly after him have the Command by 
your ExcelF" Order. Coll. Green says his Commission will 
be dated y e 23 d Dec* last, mine ought & I expect will be 
dated the 10 th as all the Officers from Maryland have their 
Commissions from that Date, 'tis true the Commissioners 
first appointed me Major, the Lieu' Coll" who they had 
appointed, did not Serve, the Assembly disapproved of 
many of their Appointments, alterd Some among the Rest 
made me a Lieu' Coll. these are my Reasons for thinking 
that my Commission will bear that date, if your Excell 7 
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thinks them good Coll. Green will be Satisfied to Serve 
under me. 

" A Reinforcement of 100 or- 200 Men would not be too 
much to resist a Spirited Attack of 2000 Men. with 100 In- 
fantry & 20 or 30 good Artillery, we might do. Our Artillery 
are & will be very ill-serv'd. the few Artillery of Militia are 
Constantly taring [?] to be discharg'd. their Times will be 
out in Ten or 15 days. I am Clearly of Opinion if we had a 
Commodore who would do his Duty, it would be impossible 
for the Enemy ever to get Possession of this fort, without 
we are properly guarded the Enemy may be with us before 
we can form, the Channell which they are to cross is so 
narrow, in the Night they may bring their Boats & Embark 
opposite to us without our seeing them, the Baron has just 
rec 4 an Answer to a Request he made for the Galleys, to be 
sent early & begging that 6 might be sent, three to guard 
above Reed's House who would rake all that part of the 
Island, and three below Hog Island & the Battery, with 
this Guard (if they would do their duty) all Sir "Williams 
Army could not take the fort, his answer the Baron in- 
closd to you. The enemy are very busy making some work 
near the ferry Wharf opposite to our Wharf, for what I 
cannot Conceive, unless 'tis to cover their landing, or to 
fortify the Island against our attack & by that Means to keep 
open their Communication by Tinnicum. they have all 
this Day been Carrying fascines & waggons, & in the Even- 
ing Earth to fill up the Breaches in the Causeway. 

" Fifty Blankets as many p r of Shoes, 4 Coats 1 Vest 4 p r 
Breeches & two Great Coats (all farmers) were all I rec d this 
day for my poor ragged fellows, now chiefly without Breeches, 
who are oblig'd to turn out before day, & perhaps may 
Soon be oblig'd to be so all Night, the last reinforcement 
are equally unfurnish'd. This Garrison ought to be well- 
cloth'd or we destroy their Constitutions. I Hope your Ex- 
cell y will give Order. My Officers & Men think they ought 
to be reliev'd but could they be cloth'd I could make them 
Content. I have the Honor &c. 

"Sam Smith." 
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CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD TO WASHINGTON. 

"Continental Navy Board 

" Borden Town, 26 October, 1777 
" Sir : 

" As soon as we had the Honour of receiving your Letter 
of yesterday, we ordered exact Returns to he immediately 
made of every Man on Board the Frigates Washington & 
Effingham ; these Returns we have enclosed for your In- 
spection. 

" We have the fullest Conviction of the Necessity there is 
to exert every Power for the Defence of the Pass near Fort 
Mifflin, & happy should we be, could we furnish Men in the 
least likely to be of service there. But as these Frigates 
have been only officer'd & no attempt ever made to man 
them, we have few or no Seamen, on board. The men we 
have are, for the most part, militia left sick at Burlington 
& Bristol, & being found on the Recovery were taken on 
Board merely to assist in getting the ships up to this Place. 
With these Hands such as they are, & the Assistance of a 
few on Board private Vessels that have taken shelter here, 
we have put the Frigates in as good a Posture of Defence 
as we could, against small armed Boats ; not apprehending 
Danger from any larger Force by Water, on account of the 
Difficulties of the Channel. 

" Your Excellency's Desires shall always be a Law. to us, 
& if you think the Men in the enclosed Returns will be of 
more service in our Fleet, they shall be immediately or- 
dered down. Every thing may be got ready for scuttling 
the Frigates in Case of impending Danger, but we appre- 
hend that Business may be safely deferred 'till the Enemy 
have got up to the City with their Shipping. 

" We have removed the chief of our Stores to Easton, 
particularly our Canvass, of which we have a considerable 
Quantity; agreeable to Orders we saw from your Excel- 
lency some Time ago. 

" There are a number of Shallop men, & a few Sailors on 
Board the Vessels here which, if you think proper to un- 
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man our Frigates, we will endeavor to Enlist for a temporary 
service. But as there are but few of these, & fewer still we 
fear will be induced by any means to leave their vessels 
destitute, we apprehend little can be expected from such an 
Expedient. 

" One thing your Excellency may depend upon, that 
whatever method you may point out in our Line, for the 
public service ; our Abilities shall be exerted to the utter- 
most to fulfill your Desires. We have the Honour &c 

"Era 8 Hopkinson 
"John "Wharton." 1 



LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COMSTOCK TO WASHINGTON. 

"Bed Bank, Oct . 27« h 1777 
" Sir : 

" By order of Co 1 Greene I again put Pen to Paper, and 
inform your Excellency ; that Yesterday he received your 
Favour of the 24 th instant by Express ; in which your Ex- 
cellency was pleased to express your warmest approbation 
of the conduct of the whole Garrison on the 22 d , accom- 
pan'd with your ' particular Thanks.' 

" The whole Garrison entertain a grateful Sence of the 
Honour done them ; and hope their future Conduct may be 
such as will render essential Service to their Country, and 
continue 'em in your Excellency's Good Opinion. 

" The Number of Arms taken from the Hessians the late 
Action were about 300. The poorest of our Arms were 
yesterday exchanged for the same Number of those taken. 
The spare Arms in the Garrison are this day ordered 
away agreeable to your Excellency's directions; and the 
"Wounded Prisoners delivered to the care of M r Clymer, 
Commissary of Prisoners ; and all judg'd fit to remove will 
be immedeately sent to Allin Town. 

1 A letter from Commodore Hazelwood, of this date, is printed in 
Sparks's " Correspondence of the Eevolution," Vol. II. p. 18. "Washing- 
ton wrote to the Navy Board on the 27th. — " Writings of Washington," 
Vol. VI. p. 145. 
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" Ool. Greene directs me to acquaint your Excellency that 
Yesterday a Party of the Enemy landed from their Fleet' 
with Cannon at Billing's Fort ; at Night Co 1 Greene sent a 
Patrol that way to observe their movements, who took a 
Prisoner near the Enemy's Lines, & brot him in. The 
Prisoner says he is a Marine & that a Number of High- 
land Granadiers & Marines (in all 300 Men) with 10 Days' 
Provisions and 2 Eighteen Pounders were in Billing's 
Fort strengthening the works, and at present Commanded 
by the Cap* of the Eagle. — he likewise says it is given out 
that part of the Army at Philadelphia are to take post 
there. 

"I am directed to inform your Excellency; that by a 
Person who last Night went from hence into Philadelphia 
and return'd, and by several ways of inteligence we are in- 
form'd that Yesterday, and last Night, the Enemy im- 
ploy'd near 200 "Waggons in carrying Brush and Plank 
across the Schoolkill toward Fort Mifflin, & that they have 
repaired the lower Bridge across that River. The Persons 
imploy'd in this work say it is preparitory to Attack on 
Fort Mifflin. 

" Co 1 Greene begs your Excellency would send him a 
Reinforcement of 200 Continental Troops, the Militia he 
cannot depend upon, as no one has yet made his appearance 
here when there has been the least appearance [of] an 
attack. 

" "We have rec'd some Powder of the Fleet and imploy'd 
this rainy Day in making Cartriges; and this moment 
some "Waggon lo'ded with Cartriges for us and Fort Miflin 
— now we have a fine supply. I have the Hon r &c 

"Adam Comstock, 

"L'. Co 1 ." 1 

1 A return dated October 27 showed that five hundred and thirty- 
four men fit for duty were at Eed Bank, as follows : Colonel Greene's 
regiment, two hundred and forty-four; Colonel Israel Angell's, two 
hundred and twenty-seven; and Captain David Cook's company of 
artillery, sixty-three. 
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WASHINGTON TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CHRISTOPHER GREENE. 

" Head Quaetees, Oct. 28" 1 1777 
" Sir : 

" Colonel Arendt writes me, that the state of his health 
will make it absolutely necessary for him, to withdraw him- 
self awhile from the Garrison. I am apprehensive, that, 
during his absence, there may arise some difficulty about 
the command between you and L* Col : Smith; as it is un- 
certain which of your Commissions is oldest, and cannot 
now be easily determined. The good of the service how- 
ever requires, that disputes of such a nature should be 
waved, and as L' Col : Smith had originally the command 
of the post, has been longer in it, and may be supposed to 
have more thoroughly considered every circumstance of its 
defence, than one who has been less time there ; these are 
arguments, with me, in the present uncertainty, respecting 
rank, that it should be waved in his favour. — I have no 
doubt that they will have their full weight with you when 
duly considered, and that you will readily avoid any differ- 
ence about punctilios, when the advancement of the service, 
in the least degree, may seem to require it. Relying upon 
this, I flatter myself you will chearfully acquiesce in Colonel 
Smith's command, in the absence of the Baron, and that 
there will be the most perfect harmony subsisting between 
you. I am &C. 1 

" G° Washington." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL FOREMAN. 

"Head Q* 8 , 28 th Octo r , 1777 

" I wrote you last evening with respect to reinforceing Red 
Bank & Fort Mifflin. My anxiety from the importance of 
these places is so great, that I cannot help urging you again 
to throw in without loss of time, what assistance the Com- 
manding officers and yourself may think necessary, and 
such as you may be able to afford them. I inform'd you 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton. 
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that the reinforcement order'd from hence was detain'd by 
the weather, a continuance of which, still prevents the 
march of it, and may retard their passage, when they put 
off; for which reason, I wish your immediate consultation 
with the officers, that you may know what reinforcements 
are necessary by them, if possible without loss of time. 

" I am &c. 

" G° "Washington. 

" P.S. — If you mention the comeing down of a reinforce- 
ment, it may reach the Enemy's Bars, and they endeavour 
to intercept it, for which reason I wish it may be kept as 
secret as may be." 



WASHINGTON S INSTRUCTIONS TO GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Head Quarters, 28" 1 Oct r 1777. 
" Sir : 

" You are immediately, or as soon as the weather will 
permit, to proceed to "Woodberry with the Brigade under 
your command. Your most convenient rout will be from 
this to Bristol, thence to Mt. Holly, across the Delaware, 
thence to Haddonfield and thence to the place of your des- 
tination. You will be circumspect on your march, and use 
every precaution to prevent your party being surprised or 
intercepted. The design of sending you to "Woodberry is 
to aid and give greater security to the Garrisons at Red 
Bank and Fort Mifflin; for which purpose you will co- 
operate with them in every necessary measure. You will 
probably find General Foreman at the head of a body of 
Jersey Militia, in the neighbourhood of Bed Bank; as he is 
there for the same end that you will be, a co-operation 
between you and him will be also requisite. 

" I cannot delineate particularly the line of conduct you 
are to observe. — I leave it to your own discretion, to be 
adapted to circumstances. — The general idea, I would throw 
out is, that you are in conjunction with the Jersey militia to 
give the Garrisons and fleet all the assistance and relief in 
your power. As the men in them must be greatly har- 
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rassed by labour and watching, and in need of rest and 
refreshment, I would have you send detachments from time 
to time to relieve and replace an equal number from the 
garrisons ; who are during the interval to remain and act 
with you. — You are also occasionally to reinforce them with 
additional numbers, as they may stand in need of it. — In 
case of an attack upon or investiture of Red-bank, you are 
to act upon the rear or flanks of the enemy; not to throw 
your troops into the Fort, except such reinforcements from 
them as may really be wanted in defence of the works. 

""Woodberry I have pitched upon as a general station, 
from its nearness to the forts, and the greater facility there 
will, on that account, be, to answer in common the ends 
proposed. — In case of the approach of the enemy towards 
you, you are to take such a situation as shall seem to you 
most eligible. 

" I hope it is unnecessary to caution you to be, in every 
circumstance upon your guard against surprises. At "Wood- 
berry you will be between two creeks — if you can draw any 
security from this, by breaking down bridges or otherwise, 
so as to render the march of the enemy in their approach 
more circuitous, or to lessen the number of approaches, it 
will be an advantage worth improving. I am, &c. 

" G° Washington."' 



WASHINGTON TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH. 

" Head Quarters, 28 October, 1777 
" SlE : 

" I am fav d with yours of the 26 th . As there seems to be 
a doubt of the priority of the date of your or L'.-Colonel 
Green's Comm" I have, in a letter of this date, desired him 
to wave the matter in dispute for the present, and act under 
your command, as you have been in the Fort from the 
Beginning and must be better acquainted with the nature of 
the defences than a stranger. 

"I have ordered a very handsome detachment for the 

1 Body of instructions is in Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton's writing. 
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reinforcement of Forts Mifflin and Mercer and the Gallies 
— thej 7 have been ready since yesterday, but the weather has 
been such, that they could not march. When they arrive, 
the duty will not be so severe, and if the men that you car- 
ried down at first can possibly be spared they shall be re- 
lieved. I will send them down necessaries out of the first 
that arrive from Lancaster. You seem to have mistaken 
the Commodore's meaning. From his letter I understand 
that he will always assist you whenever it is in his power. 
He tells you that in rough weather his Gallies and armed 
Boats cannot live and therefore guards you against expect- 
ing much assistance from them at such times. I beg you 
of all things, not to suffer any Jealousies between the land 
and sea service to take place. Consider that your mutual 
security depends upon acting perfectly in concert. I have 
wrote to Col Green to afford you every possible assistance 
from Red Bank till the reinforcement gets down. I have 
the greatest hopes that this Storm of Rain and Wind at N. E. 
will overflow all the enemy's lower works upon province 
Island, and ruin the new Roads they have been making. I 
recommend every attention to you and I hope a glorious 
success will reward your exertions. I am &c 

" G° Washington. 

" P.S. — Keep the Banks of province Island constantly cut 
and you will embarrass the Enemy excessively. Do not 
mention anything of the expectation of a reinforcement lest 
the Enemy take means to intercept them." 1 

WASHINGTON TO COMMODORE HAZEI/WOOD. 

" Head Quarters, 28 October, 1777 
" Sir : 

"In consequence of your representation of the Weak- 
ness of your Fleet, I have order'd a return of Sailors in 
the Army to be made to me, & find they amount to more 
than 100, which will March with a Detachment for the 
Forts, as soon as the Weather will permit. 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. 
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" This Re-enforcement, I expect, will amply supply your 
wants, & enable you to give every assistance to the Forts 
that can be reasonably expected from you, & as their 
Strength will be greatly augmented, it is my most earnest 
desire, that every mode may be adopted, by which your 
force may be brought to co-opperate against the designs & 
approaches of the Enemy, & that a mutual confidence & 
perfect understanding may chearfully take place. 

" The Ammunition you have & will receive is to be con- 
sidered sent for the use of the whole, & distributed accord- 
ingly. 

" As there is a greater possibility that the reduction of the 
Forts might be effected by surprize than any other means, 
you will see the necessity of giving them every Aid by 
your Gondolas & Guard Boats as may effectually prevent 
any mischance of this kind. I am &c. 

"G° "Washington." 

(To be continued.) 
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